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Abstract

In this presentation I will discuss how useful it is 
to deploy the notion of the ‘monolingual habitus’ 
(cf. Gogolin 2002) for teachers at Dutch-medi-
um schools in Brussels. These teachers habit-
ually and sometimes severely impose a mono-
lingual policy at school, as I will illustrate. But 
I will discuss data that reveal that when these 
teachers are invited to talk about their work, 
they commonly display views about language 
that are quite positive about multilingualism, 
and that they generally place multilingualism 
above monolingualism, in keeping with now 
widespread views about language. I will argue 
that teachers recruit both ideas (monolingual-
ism and multilingualism) to defend or criticize 
the suitability of a monolingual school policy, 
and that, in other words, they possess the ide-
ological ingredients of reproduction as much 
as those of criticism and change. The notion 
of the ‘monolingual habitus’ thus emerges as 
relatively one-sided, and this raises questions 
about other settings where it is applied.
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